
Web Soil Survey  
Without Soil, where would we 

stand? 



What is it? 

Web Soil Survey 
- Web site allows online viewing of soil survey maps 

and reports.   
   - Easiest access to soils information for a 
      specific area.   
   - Easy navigation.  
   - Can produce many interpretive reports.  
     (limited to 10,000 acres in AOI).  
  



http://soils.usda.gov/ 

Link to Web Soil Survey 

Where is it? 



Web Soil Survey 

http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/ 

Click “Start WSS” 

Help instructions are 
displayed on the Web page 
Or by Clicking the Question 

Mark “?” 



Basic Web Soil Survey Progression 

1. Define Area of Interest (AOI Tab) 
2. View and Explore Soil maps and Soil information (Soil Maps and 

Soil Data Explorer Tab) 
3. Create Custom Report (Shopping Cart) 

 



Or Zoom-in to 
area of interest Ways of 

Navigating 
 



Helpful Reference Map 

 



As you Zoom 
closer, roads, 

Counties, Towns 
and water bodies 

appear 



Defining Area of Interest 

 

Using the AOI 
buttons  draw a 

boundary around 
the area you are 

interested in. 



Soil Map and Legend 

Click on the “Soil Map” Tab 

Your Area of Interest 
(AOI) is displayed as 

a soils map 

Legend with map unit 
symbols & names, 

acreage and percent of 
AOI is displayed 



Soil Map 

 



Click on the 
Legend Tab 



Turn on 
topography 

Create a 
Printable 

Document that 
can be saved to 

a PDF file  
OR Add to 

Shopping Cart  



Soil Information  

Using Soil Data Explorer 



Interpretation   
 Maps 

 

Click on the Category to view 
available Interpretations 

 



Forage Production Map 

 



Forage Production Report 

 



Soil Properties and Qualities using Soil Data Explorer 
 



Ecological Site Map and Information 



Ecological Site- Plant Community Report 



Shopping Cart 

“Check Out” to produce 
custom survey report 

Create Custom Report  



Shopping Cart Options 

Customize the Report Name, 
Map scales and printed size, 

and click on and off the reports 
you want 

 
 





Printable Version Maps and Reports 

User Chooses 
Map scale and 
Size Options 

 



Page 1 – Interpretation Map 

Scale, North 
Arrow, and Map 
title are shown 

 
 





Page 2 is the Map Legend 
Page 3 is the Interpretation Report 

Notice Report Headings are 
Customized with Plants and 

Production in Report 
 
 



http://soils.usda.gov/ 

Soil Series Descriptions 



Search Options 

Select by Series Name 



Enter Soil Series Name 

Click to Find Soil Series 



Click to View Description 

Soil Series Found From Search 



Official Series Description 



Click to View Extent Map 



Click to view Map 

Can Change Map Series Search 



Can Hover Over County  
to get # of Acres 
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