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This is an example of how rainfall data can be collected and stored using CoCoRaHS.  To find out 
more about CoCoRaHS, or to join it, just login to https://cocorahs.org/.

Once you have an account (it doesn’t cost anything) with CoCoRaHS you have to log in once each 
day to record your data. The screen looks like this:

The date and time are 
already in the report.  
CoCoRahs likes a standard 
reporting time, if possible, 
but you can deviate from 
that if necessary.  There is 
also a “multi day” report for 
times when you miss a day 
or more. You can make any 
observations you like.  The 
additional questions and 
data types on the lower part 
of the form are desirable 
but not required.

https://cocorahs.org/


Below shows the complete record of daily observations for your station.  There is another list of 
multi-day observations.  This list is available online so you don’t have to keep your own records.  
It can be printed out.



Chart of the 2020 water year (October 1, 2019 -September 30, 2020.  The bar graph shows the 
total rainfall for each month.  The line graph shows the estimated 30-year average for that month 
based on PRISM  models.  

You can also obtain a detailed table for 
the water year that shows the monthly 
totals, monthly averages, and other 
information about the number of days 
with rain, etc.  This type of analysis can 
be done for each water year for which 
you have records, i.e., it cannot provide 
this information for years before you 
started participating in the program.  
The estimated 30-year average for the 
year is 22.75 inches. In 2020 there was 
19.61 inches total or 86% of average. 
However, 43% of it fell in two periods 
(March and September) with very little 
effective rain through the hot summer.  
This was a very poor year for forage 
growth and some juniper died from the 
dry conditions.  Just shows how hard it 
is to really assess the effectiveness of 
precipitation.



You can analyze each water year (forage year) for which you have records.  You can also get 
estimates of monthly precipitation based on PRISM data for your CoCoRahs station location for 
years before you started collecting CoCoRahs data

This graph shows 
monthly 
precipitation for the 
station compared to 
30-year average for 
that month starting 
in October 2016 and 
ending in September 
2021.
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