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• Classification of land based on:
-Similar capability to produce certain types and 
amounts of vegetation
-Similar soil, climate, topography
-Similar response to management
-Basis for much of our planning, assessment, and 
monitoring of natural resources on range and forest 
lands
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ECOLOGICAL SITES ON THE LANDSCAPE





Ecological sites have a unique identifier. 

Example:

Site ID:  R030XA101AZ

R = range; 030 = MLRA 30; 101 = Site Number; AZ = Arizona

Each ecological site also has a name and precipitation zone 

attached. The names may be used in other environmental zones 

or Major Land Resource Areas, i.e., they are not unique.

Example:

Site Name: Basalt Hills 3-6 p.z.

p.z. = precipitation zone which corresponds to CRA 30-1















































































NATIVE MID GRASSLAND
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Site ID: R30XA101AZ Site Name: Basalt Hills 3-6 p.z. 

Major Land Resource 
Area: 

30—Mojave Desert 

Ecozone 
(CRA): 

30-1 Lower Mojave Desert 

Landform: Hills/Mountains Elevation: 800-1700 Slope: 15-70% 

Topographic Position: Hill Parent Material: Basalt 

Soil Temperature/ Moisture Regime: Hyperthermic/ Typic Aridic 

Soil Depth Class: 7-20” Available Water Capacity: Low 

Soil Surface Texture: 
Very gravelly loam/clay 
loam 

Soil Surface Gravel: 0-60% 

Soil Subsurface Texture: Clay loam Subsurface Gravel: 35-80% 

Soil Erosion Hazard by Water: High Effervescence: slight at surface, strong near surface 

Historic Vegetation Formation: Desertscrub Biome: Creosotebush-Bursage 

Vegetation Aspect:   Shrubs/scattered grasses 

Major Dominant(s):   Brittlebush – White bursage 

Associated Trees:  None 

Associated Shrubs: Creosotebush – ratany – barrel cactus 

Associated Grasses:  big galleta-tobosa-bush muhly - annuals 

Annual Production by Plant Type – Pounds/Acre- Representative (dry weight) 

Shrub/
Vine: 

160 
Grass/ 
Grass-
like: 

20 Forbs: 20 Tree: 0 Total: 200 

State and Transition model? No Reference Sheet? No 

Data Source: EDIT 

Access Date: June 2, 2021 

 


